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Overview

Geo-economic fragmentation, geopolitical polarization and divisions over
values continue to impact countries and communities across the world. At the
same time, exponential innovation and deployment around whole sets of inter-
connected technologies — from Al and quantum to energy tech, biotech and
health tech — offer an unprecedented opportunity to increase productivity and
hence standards of living. Reviving and reimagining growth is critical to
building stronger and more resilient economies.

Given these powerful forces at play, how can we avoid an Age of
Fragmentation and instead work together on a can-do, people-centered
agenda for an Intelligent Age? How can we reinvent the muscle of
collaborative innovation to get out of the current low-growth, high-debt world
economy and address common challenges from climate change to the ethical
use of Al?

The Meeting

To respond to this dynamic context, the 55th Annual Meeting of the World
Economic Forum will convene the foremost leaders from government,
business and civil society - as well as preeminent scientific and cultural
thinkers - under the theme Collaboration for the Intelligent Age.

Building on the core roles of the World Economic Forum as the International
Organization for Public-Private Cooperation, the Meeting will:

1. Serve as a trusted global platform for dialogue and cooperation
2. Bring together a diverse community of stakeholders

3. Seek to connect the dots in an era of complexity

4. Be firmly future oriented both in terms of insights and solutions

In addition, a special workstream on Leadership in Complexity will be
embedded in the meeting to look at the necessary toolkit to navigate this fast-
evolving environment.




Explore World Economic Forum Annual
Meeting themes

This year's Meeting will convene under the theme 'Collaboration for the Intelligent Age' and the
programme will be oriented around five distinct but highly interconnected thematic priorities:

Rebuilding Trust
How can stakeholders find new ways to collaborate on solutions both internationally and

within societies?

Explore theme

Reimagining Growth

How can we identify the new sources of growth in this new global economy?

Explore theme

Investing in People
How can the public and private sectors invest in human capital development and good
jobs that contribute to the development of a modern and resilient society?

Explore theme|
Safeguarding the Planet

How can we catalyse energy, climate and nature action through innovative partnerships,
increased financing and the deployment of frontier technologies?

Explore theme
Industries in the Intelligent Age

How can business leaders strike a balance between the short-term goals and long-term
imperatives in the transformation of their industries?

Rebuilding Trust

In an increasingly complex and fast-moving world, societal divides have deepened as
people seek to reaffirm their identities. This is occurring against a backdrop of a shift
towards multipolarity in geopolitics, growing competition between global powers and
policy shifts towards protectionism, leaving international cooperation at a crossroads
and hampering both trade and investment. At the same time, the digital economy is
playing an increasingly critical role in reviving trade. The World Trade Organization
estimates that the value of digitally delivered services has increased fourfold over the
past two decades, growing at an 8.2% rate annually while growth in trade averaged
5.8%.


https://www.weforum.org/meetings/world-economic-forum-annual-meeting-2025/themes/rebuilding-trust/
https://www.weforum.org/meetings/world-economic-forum-annual-meeting-2025/themes/reimagining-growth/
https://www.weforum.org/meetings/world-economic-forum-annual-meeting-2025/themes/investing-in-people-davos-25/
https://www.weforum.org/meetings/world-economic-forum-annual-meeting-2025/themes/safeguarding-the-planet/

How can stakeholders find new ways to collaborate on solutions both internationally and
within societies?

In this context, it's crucial for businesses, governments, and civil society to work
together to find common solutions and take decisive action. Through its Centres, the
World Economic Forum integrates public-private efforts to achieve greater impact.

Safeguarding the Planet

Innovative partnerships and dialogue that enable investments and the deployment of
climate and clean technologies will be critical to progress on global climate and nature
goals, as well as to address the ‘energy trilemma’ of ensuring an affordable, secure and
sustainable energy supply. According to the International Energy Agency, the
technology on the market today can allow us to achieve 66% of the global emissions
reductions needed if we are to reach net zero by 2050 — significantly up from two years
prior but leaving much work to be done. A scaling up of ambition, governance,
partnerships and capital is necessary to accelerate decarbonization efforts to reach net
zero, invest in nature-positive transition pathways and ensure the circularity and
resilience of resource systems overall.

How can we catalyse climate and nature action through innovative partnerships,
increased financing and the deployment of frontier technologies?

In this context, it's crucial for businesses, governments, and civil society to work
together to find common solutions and take decisive action. Through its Centres, the
World Economic Forum integrates public-private efforts to achieve greater impact.

Industries in the Intelligent Age

Industries have had to adapt their business strategies to account for major geo-
economic and technological shifts. Recent surveys indicate that technology is now the
primary driver of change and disruption for businesses across sectors and leaders will
need to be equipped with a new leadership toolkit to adapt to and fully capitalize on
these deep and structural changes. While advancements in Al, quantum computing,
biotech, robotics and automation and other fields present numerous opportunities, new
technologies are also hiking energy demand. Electricity demand from the sector could
reach 1,000 terawatt hours (TWh) in 2026, as compared to 460 TWh today.

How can business leaders strike a balance between the short-term goals and long-term
imperatives in the transformation of their industries?

In this context, it's crucial for businesses, governments, and civil society to work
together to find common solutions and take decisive action. Through its Centres, the
World Economic Forum integrates public-private efforts to achieve greater impact.



Reimagining Growth

With limited fiscal space and monetary policy tools at their disposal, policymakers will
need to look towards new frontiers and sources for growth. Innovation will play a central
role in fully achieving global economic recovery and avoiding the spectre of a “Tepid
Twenties” marked by slow growth, record-high debt levels and depleted fiscal buffers.
Looking ahead, the digital economy already accounts for over 15.5% of global GDP and
could form the basis for up to 70% of all the new value created in the global economy
over the next decade. Yet, headwinds and structural vulnerabilities continue to
counterbalance the more positive economic signs of a potential soft landing.

Reviving and reimagining growth is critical to building stronger and more resilient
economies. How can we identify the new sources of growth in this new global
economy?

In this context, it's crucial for businesses, governments, and civil society to work
together to find common solutions and take decisive action. Through its Centres, the
World Economic Forum integrates public-private efforts to achieve greater impact.

Investing in People

Technological advancements are impacting everything from employment, skills and
wealth distribution to healthcare, education and public services. Among the most urgent
of these impacts is the need to reskill and upskill people to meet the demands of the
economy of tomorrow and capitalize on the millions of new jobs in emerging and frontier
fields which are higher up the value chain. While nearly 40% of global employment is
exposed to Al, it is anticipated that most of this impact will be to augment work rather
than to fully automate existing occupations. Strong job creation is already being
experienced in the digital and service economies and it will be crucial to continue
translating technological gains into net-positive results for the workforce.

How can the public and private sectors invest in human capital development and good
jobs that contribute to the development of a modern and resilient society?

In this context, it's crucial for businesses, governments, and civil society to work
together to find common solutions and take decisive action. Through its Centres, the
World Economic Forum integrates public-private efforts to achieve greater impac
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