
 

Open the Gates of the Temple Mount! 
Rabbis Urge Netanyahu 

Leading rabbis call on Israel’s most religious government ever to finally allow 
Passover sacrifices at Judaism’s holiest site. 

By Israel Today Staff 

Fifteen prominent rabbis have asked Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to 
open the gates of the Temple Mount to Jewish religious observance next week. In 
particular, they want to offer a Passover sacrifice on the Temple Mount when the 
biblical holiday begins next Wednesday evening. 

 

Jewish men perform a Passover Sacrifice 'practice' ceremony at the Davidson Center in 
Jerusalem's Old City. Photo: Shir Torem/Flash90 

“We have been blessed by God’s grace that the place of the Temple is under Jewish 
control, and to the extent that the State of Israel sees the offering of the Passover 
sacrifice as a national interest first and foremost, as it should be, we want to offer 
the Passover sacrifice in its rightful place and at its rightful time despite all the 
difficulties,” the rabbis wrote in a letter addressed to the prime minister and his 
Minister of National Security, Itamar Ben-Gvir. 

https://www.israeltoday.co.il/read/the-time-has-come-to-sacrifice-the-passover-lamb-on-the-temple-mount/


The “difficulties” to which they referred have to do primarily with 
the expected violent reaction of the Muslim world, which today sees 
the Temple Mount as Islam’s third holiest site. 

The rabbis noted that the rulings of Jewish sages throughout the centuries were in 
favor of offering the Passover sacrifice even before the Third Temple is built. 

Every Passover Eve a group of Temple Mount activists tries to enter the sacred 
compound in order to offer a Passover sacrifice in accordance with biblical law. But 
the Israel Police is always prepared, and has never allowed this to occur. 

“They are crazy!” 

The calls for a renewal of biblical ceremony and custom are usually met with a 
hostile reaction by those secular Israelis who are paying attention. 

Giving voice to their displeasure this year was former Prime Minister  Ehud 
Barak, who accused Netanyahu and his government of seeking to “destroy” the Al 
Aqsa Mosque (at the southern end of the Temple Mount) and start a war with the 
entire Muslim world. 
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