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Japan's trade and industry minister said on Thursday that a 'new world order' is 

needed to counter the rise of authoritarian regimes which have thrived in post-

Cold War free trade and economic interdependence. 

 

 
 

 

"Authoritarian countries have amassed tremendous power, both economically 

and militarily," said Yasutoshi Nishimura, Japan's Minister of Economy, Trade 

and Industry, adding "We must rebuild a world order based on the fundamental 

values of freedom, democracy, human rights and the rule of law." 

Will citizens be allowed to speak freely over the internet in this "new world 

order?" Or oppose radical ideologies in schools? Or question the results of an 

election? Or will it just be another form of authoritarianism with a PR campaign? 

We digress. 

Nishimura spoke ahead of a visit to Washington next week by Japanese Prime 

Minister Fumio Kishida for talks expected to cover issues including Ukraine, 

North Korea and China’s tensions with Taiwan. That summit will be preceded by 

talks between defense and foreign ministers of the two countries. 



Kishida said this week he would discuss Tokyo’s new security policy after 

Washington’s key ally in countering China’s growing might in Asia last month 

unveiled its biggest military build-up since World War Two. -Reuters 

"We might need to make preparations to identify the choke points of countries 

wanting to engage in coercion and then take countermeasures if necessary," 

said Nishimura, who warned that democracies need to protect their industrial 

power and guard against technology theft - particularly those which could be used 

for military applications. 

He also encouraged US-Japan cooperation beyond semiconductors, biotech, AI and 

quantum science, and promised to work more closely with Washington on export 

controls. 

"It is ... absolutely imperative for us to reinforce our cooperation in the area of 

export controls," he added. "We will implement strict export controls grounded in 

international cooperation while engaging closely in the exchange of views with the 

United States and other relevant countries." 

Prior to his speech, Nishimura met with US Commerce Secretary Gina Raimondo. 

The pair was joined by executives from IBM and Japan's Rapidus Corp, to discuss 

their collaboration on semiconductor R&D. 
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